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EVENTS Calendar

MASONIC EDUCATIONMASONIC EDUCATION

This is a “NO MYTHS ALLOWED” section (FORUM). The topics covered in this forum are to facilitate a better understanding of the history, 
obligations and responsibilities of and for every Master Mason. If there’s a Masonic Educational message you believe serves this intent, please 

submit the information, in writing, to the ESD Trestleboard for listing consideration.

January 14th.   Come to the Stated Meeting for the rest 
of the month schedule.  Any updates or changes will be 
posted on the Web site as they occur.  If you wish to be 
notifi ed by e-mail, please let me know and I will do so.
 We are looking forward to having a St. Valentine’s 
Dinner/Dance on Saturday, February 13, 2010.  Please plan 
to attend and invite your friends.  These social activities 
are for your enjoyment more than for the Lodge.

Sincerely,
Abelardo Parra, P.M.

Master 2010

George H. Martin (619) 449-6399
1805 Hacienda Drive, El Cajon 92020
Melvin G. Clark (619) 571-1223
Victoria Special Care Center - 654 South Anza Street
El Cajon, CA 92020
David Chavez  (619) 463-8344
6386 Lake Ariana, San Diego 92119
Robert C. “Red” Englebrecht  (619) 282-0686
5050 Canterbury Drive, San Diego 92116
Steve  F. Granados, Sr.  (619) 281-9064
2145 Montclair St., San Diego, CA 92104
Ricardo T. Callera  (619) 271-3111
922 Fuschia Lane, San Diego, CA 92154

March
2010

MENU
(TENTATIVE) CORNED BEEF, CABBAGE ROLLS,

BABY RED POTATOES, STEAMED CAULIFLOWER,
CAESAR SALAD, BLACK FOREST CAKE,

COFFE [REG/DECAF], ICED TEA & PUNCH,
ASSORTED BREADS

11 - Stated Meeting Dinner [6:15pm - 7:15pm]
11 - Stated Meeting [7:30pm - 9:00pm]

Brethren, 
 Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!
 This is my fi rst message to you as 
Master for the coming year, and I wish 
to thank you for having elected me to serve as Master of 
East San Diego Lodge No. 561 for the year 2010.  It is 
with great pleasure and anticipation that I look forward to 
fulfi ll my duties to you and the Lodge.
 As you may know, the installation was carried out on 
Sunday December 13, 2009 commencing at 4 p.m. sharp 
by Most Worshipful Melvyn Stein, Past Grand Master, as 

Installing Offi cer;  Worshipful Gary 
Miller as Master of Ceremonies; 
and Worshipful David Haslim [also 
Inspector for our Masonic District 
921] as Installing Chaplain.  San 
Diego Commandery No. 25 
presented the Flag of our Country.  
The following members were 

installed:
 Master: ..............................Abelardo Parra, P.M.
 Senior Warden: ..................Mike Zdravkovic, P.M.
 Jr. Warden: ........................Fermines Almazan
 Treasurer: ..........................Will Hays, P.M.
 Secretary: ..........................John Armstrong
 Senior Deacon: ..................Jack Samford
 Junior Deacon: ..................Thomas Lee
 Chaplain: ...........................William “Trey” Faith
 Senior Steward: .................Scott Hernandez
 Junior Steward: .................Eduardo Hernandez
 Tiler: .................................Robert Voss
 As you can see, we have made some progress in the 
line, but we still have a ways to go before we can relax 
and say that we have a good strong progression line.
 There were approximately 80 persons at the 
installation, almost a full house;  it went smoothly with the 
reception very well attended.  There were approximately 
6 Lodges represented at the installation.
 The theme for the coming year will be Brotherly 
Love, Relief, and Truth, as was in 2008.
 The schedule for the fi rst part of January is:  1st 
degree practice on January 7th and Stated Meeting on 

From the Master :

REMEMBER OUR SICK & DISTRESSED BRETHREN:
By: WBro. Abel P. Parra, P.M., Senior Warden

January
2010

MENU
(TENTATIVE) SLICED ROAST BEEF, MAHI-MAHI OR,

RED SNAPPER,  BABY RED POTATOES, ASPARAGUS TIPS, 
GARDEN VEGGIES, APPLE PIE, COFFEE [REG/DECAF],

ICED TEA, ASSORTED ROLLS

 7 - 1° Offi cers Practice [7:00pm - 8:30pm] 
14 - Stated Meeting Dinner [6:15pm - 7:15pm] 
14 - Stated Meeting [7:30pm - 9:00pm]
18 - Hall Board Meeting [7:00pm - 9:00pm]

 CONCISE HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY: (...Continued) Proven History - Pre 1700:  Anthony Sayer presided 
over this feast as Grand Master and Premier Grand Lodge took on the Coat of Arms fi rst granted to the London Company 
of Freemasons in 1473. Interestingly, those founding lodges had a very small membership of 15 Freemasons each except 
for “Rummer & Grapes which had 70 members. In 1723 the Constitutions were written by Anderson whose father was PM 
of a lodge in Aberdeen. Clearly, our Scottish brethren had a lot to contribute towards the initial development of English 
Freemasonry.
 Interestingly, it has been suggested that Premier Grand Lodge only came about as a result of the threat by the Scottish 
Jacobite revolt in 1715. Anti-Scottish sentiment in those days might have prompted nervous London Freemasons to 
disassociate themselves from their Scottish roots, hide their history and strategically create a governing body allied to the 
Hanoverian Crown. If so, little wonder that Freemasonry now prohibits discussion of religion and politics at meetings!
 In 1730, masonic ritual having been learned parrot-fashion up until then was widely published for the fi rst time in 
Prichard’s exposure entitled Masonry Dissected. Ritual prior to that point followed a two-degree system and took the 
form of a combination of catechisms, some simplifi ed symbolism and the Old Charges (see Jones and Hamer’s The Early 
Masonic Catechisms edited by Henry Carr). Some historians (eg Murray Lyon) believe that this two-tier degree system 
was expanded when Desaguliers (Grand Master in 1719) wrote the Third Degree and grew again when Laurence Dermott 
(probably) introduced the Fourth (ie Royal Arch) Degree in 1752.
 It seems reasonably clear that by this time (ie the period between 1690 and 1725), owing to a spate of exposures, that 
numerous current Masonic usages, customs and ritual were already in practice: The words “hele” and “conceal” and 
“points of fellowship” are both found in the Edinburgh Register House Manuscript of 1696; the Square Compass and Bible 
are mentioned together in the Dumfries MS No. 4 of @ 1710, a London newspaper in 1723 salaciously described the fi ve 
Noble Orders of Architecture and Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, made its appearance in print in a pamphlet printed in 
London in 1724. The word Tyler probably came into usage around this time and is thought to be derived from the French 
Tailleur, ie one who cuts. (...To Be Continued) 

A

February
2010

11 - Stated Meeting Dinner [6:15pm - 7:15pm]
11 - Stated Meeting [7:30pm - 9:00pm]
13 - St. Valentine’s Dinner/Dance [7:30pm - 9:00pm]

MENU
(TENTATIVE) CORNED BEEF, CABBAGE ROLLS,

BABY RED POTATOES, STEAMED CAULIFLOWER
CAESAR SALAD, BLACK FOREST CAKE,

COFFEE [REG/DECAF], ICED TEA & PUNCH,
ASSORTED BREADS, ICED TEA, ASSORTED ROLLSTHE MASONIC JOURNEY
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ESD #561
Masonic Hall Association

 Meets on the 3rd Monday of
- Jan., April, July, & Oct.

@ 7:00pm -
George Martin, PM 2 B. Determined (619) 449-6399
John Armstrong  “   “ (619) 749-5829
Allen Beddoe, PM  “   “ (858) 279-5163
Ed Bennett, PM  “   “ (619) 461-4050
David Kraft  “   “ (619) 582-9364
Vern Cable  “   “ (619) 460-7483
Abel Parra, PM Ex-Offi cio (619) 477-4977
Mike Zdravkovic, PM Ex-Offi cio  (619) 691-9516

Inspector, 921st Masonic District: David Haslim, PM (858) 695-8407

Abel Parra, PM (Hermelina)   Master (619) 474-2243
Mike Zdravkovic, PM (Debra) Senior Warden (619) 426-5552
Al Almazan  Junior Warden (619) 470-9587
Will Hays, PM (Norma) Treasurer (619) 265-7377
John Armstrong (Marilyn)  Secretary (619) 749-5829
William “Trey” Faith  Chaplain (858) 397-2483
Jack Samford (Deidra) Senior Deacon (619) 462-0424
Thomas Lee (Claire) Junior Deacon (619) 660-1582
Ray Fernandez (Mitzi)  Marshal (619) 757-0030
Scott Hernandez Sr. Steward (619) 287-9171
Eduardo Hernandez Jr. Steward (619) 277-3922
None Organist 
Robert Voss (Janet) Tiler (619) 589-0124
Mike Zdravkovic, PM (Debra) Candidates Coach (619) 426-5552
Gary D. Miller, PM (Kathy) Offi cers  Coach (619) 390-9050

Lodge Offi cers Our Masonic Family

Estrella Chapter No. 412, Order of the Eastern Star
(Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 7:30 pm)

 Suzann Wallace ~ Worthy Matron
 Tom Nilson ~ Worthy Patron

Myrtle Assembly No. 155, Rainbow for Girls
(Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the Month at 7:00 pm)

 Brittani Chilson
 Worthy Advisor

Masonic Tid-Bits ESD•561 is also On-Line:
Check out our Website @: http://www.esd561fam.org

ADVERTISE with Us...it’s easy.

Just call (619) 589-7272 to reach 300+ new monthly readers!

Thomas C. Lee
(Notary Public)

KEITH A. VANCE
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

 PH: 619-427-7774 FAX: 619-427-7878

215 Church Avenue
Chula Vista, CA 91910

BURDICK’S
SEWING AND VACUUM

Authorized Dealer
Husqvarna Vicking

Huskystar
Elna

White
We Sell The Best and Service The Rest

Family owned and operated
278 3rd Ave
Chula Vista, CA 91910
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Royal
Dirt Devil
Panasonic
Eureka Sanitare
Miele

www.gorainbow.org

(619) 422-5325

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS REPORTED on 
July 16th that fourteen members of a Masonic 
lodge on the island of Fiji were arrested and 
detained overnight for “practicing sorcery.” 
According to various reports, eight Australians 
and a New Zealander were among those jailed 
after their meeting was raided by police, allegedly 
because they did not have the proper permits.
 The New Zealand Herald quoted an unnamed 
police spokesman who said offi cers, acted on 
complaints from villagers of “strange goings-
on” at the lodge. Fiji’s Prime Minister .~~ Frank 
Bainimarama ordered their release the next day. 
Police in the town of Lautoka seized Masonic 
paraphernalia, described in the papers as “wands, 
compasses and a skull.” The

Masonic
Society


